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AcrTs xiii. 38, 39. 
Be it known unto you, therefor, inen 
and Brethren ;. that, through this 
man, is preached unto you the for- 
giveneſſe of fins. And, by him, all, 
that believe, are juſtified ; from all 
things, from which you could not 


be juſtified, by the law of Moſes. 


XXX HEN Paul and Barnabas ſet out, 
$ w X upon their firſt apoſtolic journey, 
KR they went, among other places, to 
Antioch in Pifidia, And, as it was 
their conſtant cuſtom, wherever they came, 
firſt to preach the goſpel to the jews, and de- 
vout gentiles, who attended the ſynagogue- 
| ſervice, they entered into the jewiſh ſyna- 
gogue, on the ſabbath-day; and fate down; 
very probably, in the chairs of the docfors, or 
teachers, to intimate their errand. 
The antient jews uſed to read a portion of 
the law, and another of the prophets, in their 
ſynagogues, every ſabbath-day; by which 
means, they read them through, orice, every 
year. Till that reading was over, Paul and 
| =" Bar- 
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Barnabas fate, as hearers. But, after the 
reading of the ſcriptures, the rulers of. the. 
ſynagogue uſed to permit, or defire, whom 
they pleaſed, to explane what had been read ; 
or to make ſome uſeful exhortation to the 
people. And, moſt probably, knowing ſome- 
what of the character of theſe two apoſtles ; 
the rulers of the ſynagogue ſent unto them, 
defireing that, if they had any doctrine, or 
pious exhortation, to deliver unto the people, 
they would ſpeak, freely and openly, in the 
ſynagogue — Upon that, St. Paul ſtood up, 
and made this ſpeech, of which our text is a 
part. — The defign of it was, evidently, to 
induce the zews, and devout gentiles, that 
were preſent, in the ſynagogue, to imbrace 
the chri/tian religion, as more excellent than 
the law of Moſes: and, particularly, in 
that it offered the forgiveneſſe of all manner 
of fins; and ſuch a full and complete juſtifi- 
cation, as they could not expect, from the 
law of Moſes. 

Our text contains, in a few words, the ſub- 
ſtance of the great goſpel-doctrine of ju/tifica- 
tion. And St. Paul hath, here, given us a 
ſummary of what he hath ſaid, more largely, 
in His epiſtles; particularly in the two epiſtles 
to the Romans and Galatians. I, therefor, 
would defire your diligent attention, whileſt 
I indeavor to explane, and apply, a text, of 

ſo great importance. Which I propoſe to do, 
in the following manner. | ; 
| I. By 


of juſtification. 


J. By ſhowing you, what is meant, by 
juſtification. 

II. How imperfe& the juſtification was, 
which the jeus could expect, from the 
law of Mees. | 

III. How full and ſufficient a ju/#:fication 
may be obtained, by the method, pro- 
poſed in the goſpel. 

IV. The method of obtaining juſtiſication, 
propoſed in the goſpel, is, by farth. 

V. The benefit of this juſtification extend- 
eth unto all, that believe; whether they 
were formerly j jews, or gentiles. 

VI. I would conclude with a brief appli- 
cation. 


I. I am to ſhow you what is meant by 
juſtification. — Through this man | that is, 
through Jefus Chriſt ] is preached unto you, 
the forgiveneſſe 0 / for ; and, by him, all that 
believe, are Juftfie | 


What is the favor, here promiſed them? 
It hath, often, and very properly, been 
obſerved, that the word, juſtiſication, is a 
forenſic term; that is, a term, taken from 
the forum, or a court of judicature. For a 
perſon, that is either acquitted, as innocent 
of the crime, laid to his charge; or pardon- 
ed; is, very properly, ſaid, to be 7uſtrfied; 
to ſtand right in the court, or to be freed 

from 


Rom, iv. 
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from the ſentence of condemnation, — That 
is to be juſliſied among men. | 

To be juſtified, in the fight of GoD, is, to 
ſtand right in the court of heaven; that is, 
in the divine favor; or to be treated, as righte- 
ous, before 60D, conſidered as lawgiver, or 
judge. If any man were perfectly innocent, 
he would be juſtified by his works. That, 
and that alone, would be, in the ſcriptural 
ſenſe, to be juſtified by works, or merit, or 
according to deſert. And © the reward would 
te be reckoned to him, ut of grace, but of debt.” 

They, who have tranſgreſſed, muſt be juſ- 
tified by grace, or favor; if they be juſtified 
at all, And the juſtification of ſuch perſons 
is, otherwiſe, called the pardon, forgiveneſſe, 
or remiſion, of their fins. So it is called, here, 
in our text, and in many other places, both 
of the old and new teſtament. As mankind, 
therefor, are all confidered as offenders ; by 
the forgivenęſſo of fins, and by the being 7u/77- 
fied from all things, is meant one and the fame 
thing. For, when the juſtification of a finer 
is ſpoken of, the two phraſes are exactly pa- 
rallel. And the ſame thing is to be under- 
ſtood ; whether it be ſaid, men are juſtified, 
or their fins are remitted, forgiven, pardoned, 
blotted out, not imputed unto them, covered, or 
remembered no more. 


: II. Our text leads us to conſider, how 
umpertect the ſuſliſication was, which the 
| Jews 


of juſtification. 
Jews could expect, from the law of Miſes. — 
« Through this man, is preached, unto you, 
* the forgiveneſſe of ſins, and, by him, all, 
e that believe, are juſtified, from all things ; 

« from which 15 could not be Jufnfied by the 
*« law of Moſes (a).“ 

In order to tan this, the more clear- 
ly ; let us trace the matter from the begining. 
n paradiſe, our firſt parents (as long as 
they continued innocent) were juſtified by per- 
fect innocence, But, when they had tranſ- 
greſſed, they could, no longer, look for juſti- 
cation, that way. 

If it ſhould be inquired, © Under what /aw 
* were mankind, from Adam to Moſes? 1 
would anſwer, Under the law of innocence, 
or the moral law; under which, all mankind 
now are, and ever have been. — If it be far- 
ther inquired, „By what method, were the 
* patriarchs to expect juſtification ?” I would 
anſwer, — By the grace, or favor, which was 
then reveled, more particularly in that firſt 


promiſe, 7 hat the feed of the woman ſhould Gen. iii, 


bruiſe the ſerpent's bead. Which, in their fi- 55: 
tuation, at that time, might teach our firſt pa- 
rents, * That, though fin, miſery, and death, 
« had been introduced, by the old ſerpent, 
their grand enemy; yet he ſhould be con- 

* quered, 


(a) It has been ſaid, or inſinuated, that by the law of Mo- 
es is not meant the lax of Moſet. I take St Paul's authority 
to be a good proof of the contrary. Job i. 17. The /aw 
„ was given by Maſes, but grace and truth were by Jeſus 
66 Chrif.” ” , Contoguently the law was not before Mo/es. 


Gen. xv. 
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t quered, by the ſeed of the woman; and 
« righteouſneſſe, life, and happineſſe, finally, 


© prevale.” —Moſt evidently, their juſtificati- 


on, after men became ſiners, was to be by grace, 
or favor; and upon lower terms than perfect 
innocence ; that is, by faith, joined with ſin- 
cere and habitual, though imperfect, obedi- 
ence, If they, from a love to truth and 
righteouſneſſe, recieved thoſe revelations, which 
GOD vouchſafed to make unto them; and ha- 
bitually ated according to ſuch a faith; then 
they had well grounded hopes given them, that 
60D would be merciful ; that is, in other words, 
that he would pardon their fins, or juſtifie them. 
The revelation of faitb's being accounted, 
upto him, for r1ghteouſneſſe, was, moſt clearly, 
made known to the patriarch Abrabam. And, 
In him, it was promiſed, that all the nations 
of the earth were to be bleſſed : and that his 
ſpiritual ſeed were to be, all ſuch of mankind, 
as would imitate his faith and obedience ; whe- 
ther they were his natural deſcendents, or no.” 
Long after that covenant, made with Abra- 
bam, 60D entered into another, and a pecu- 
liar, covenant, with the nation of Jrael. That 
was called the Horeb, or Sinai, covenant ; or 
the /aw of Moſes. - From Adam to Mejes, the 
law of innocence [or the moral law *] was the 
rule and ſtandard of what was perfectly holy, 
or virtuous. Though, when the patriarchs 
| found, 


% The ſum of the moral law is to love Gon, with all 
dur hearts; and our neighbor, as ourſelves.“ 


of juſtification. 

found, that they fell ſhort of a perſect confot- 
mity to that law, they had' intimations given 
them, that their Faith, when accompanied 
with ſincerity, or habitual obedience, would 
be accounted unto them for righteouſneſſe. 
But, left the memory of the original conſtitu- 
tion of innocence ſhould be loſt, or the noti- 
ons of it obſcured, it was again revived, in 
the lat of Moſes. Onely, inſtead of the one 
poſitive command, . To abſtain from the 
fruit of that particular tree, in paradiſe, known 
by the name of the tree of knowlege of good and 

eu; GoD gave the 1/raelites, ſeveral laws, 
about rites and ceremonies, to preſerve them 
from the ſpreading contagion of idolatry. — 


Thus was the law given, becauſe of tranſgreſ- Gal. ii, 


ions; that is, to ſhow the T/raelites, the evil“? 
of idolatry, and of every vice; and to convince 
them, that (as they were tranſgreſſors, as well 
as other men) they were liable to death, the 


penalty of ſin, according to their law; and, ee 


therefor, muſt have recourſe to the patriarchal, c 
or abrahamic, covenant, for pardon and ac- 19. 
ceptance with Gop. 

As the original conſtitution of innocence 
was renewed, in the Sinai- covenant, the terms 
of it are expreſſed, in the ſame way ; name- 
ly, Do this, and live; but diſobey, in any 
e particular, and die. Or, curſed is every 
* one, who continueth not, in all things, that 
* are.writen, in the book of the law, to do 
1 hem. And, as theſe terms extended unto 

B b 4-2 


Rom. v. 


* See Lev. 
vi. 7. 
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that law, in general; in which, were many 
poſitive inſtitutions, St. Paul very juſtly ob- 
ſerves, The law entered, that the offence might 
abound; [or, © fo that, (a) by the enterin 
4c in, of the law, the offence did abound:” 
That is, There were, in the law of Moſes, a 
great number of præcepts; to the tranſgreſſi- 
on of any of which, death was annexed, as 
the penalty. Whereas; there had been but 
one præcept of that kind, before the publiſh- 
ing of the law; namely, that, given to our 
firſt parents, concerning the forbiden fruit.— 
By the law of Moſes, then, the 1/raehtes were 
condemned to death, without mercy ; not 
onely for their offences againſt the moral præ- 
cepts, but alſo for tranſgreſſing the poſtive in- 
ſtitutions. 

It is true; there were ſacrifices appointed, not 
oncly for their offences againſt the ceremonial 
law ; but, alſo, to free them, in ſome ſmall- 
er caſes, from moral * guilt : but that was 
onely in a political view. For it doeth not 


appear, that, by ſuch ſacrifices, they could 


obtain juſtification unto eternal life. Such ſa- 


crifices could do no more than reſcue them 
from condemnation, in any of the courts in 
Iſrael: that is, from dying, by the hands of 
the civil magiſtrate, or by ſome immediate 
judge- 

(a) "Iva ar, the cauſal that, fignifies the deſigned 
event. ire iel, the eventual that, or ſo that, is uſed to 
denote the actual, not the deſigned, event. See Matt. i. 15 8 


23. John ix. 39. and xii. 37,—40. Compare Matt, x. 35 
36. See, allo, Dr. Hammond on Matt. i. 22. x 


of juſtification. IL 
. judgement of Gop: and fo onely prolonged 
this temporal life, 'till death came upon them, 
by the courſe of nature, or becauſe of ſome 
other great tranſgreſſion of the /aw.—Accord- 
ingly ; the author of the ep:/tle to the Hebrews 
ſais, expreſsly, That their gifts and facrifi- Heb. ix g. 
“ ces — could not make him, that did the 
e ſervice, perfect, as pertaining to the conſci- 
< ence, Fot the blood of bulls, and of goats; ver. 13, 
te and the aſhes of the [red] heifer, wherewith 
e they ſprinkled the unclean, ſanctified onely 
* to the purifying of the fleſh.” And again, Heb. vii. 
he intimates, that there was no perfection 
ce by the Leuitical prieſthood,” © And that ver. ; I 
te the lau made nothing perfect.“ And final- | 
ly, © The lau, haveing onely the ſhadow of Heb. x. f. 
good things to come, and not the very image, 
te could never, with thoſe ſacrifices, which 
tc they offered, year by year, continually, make 
ce the comers thereunto perfect.“ Now; 
herein conſiſted the imperfection of that ju- 
fiification, which the eus might expect from 
the lau of Moſes. For ſuch great moral wick- 
edneſſe, as idolatry, murther, adultery, and 
the like, there were no ſacrifices appointed, 
Hence it was, that the royal fſalmiſt, after 
the two black crimes of murtber and adultery, 
prayed thus, © Deliver me from blood-guilti- pai f. 
c neſſe. For thou deſireſt not ſacrifice, elſe 143-16. 
* wouldI give it; thou delighteſt not in burnt= - 
cc oftering.” ln ſuch caſes, the law had ap- 
pointed no ſacrifice. And, where ſacrifices 

2 Da. were 
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Rom. iii. 
20. 


Gal. iii. 


10, 11,12. 


Deut. 
xxvii. 26, 


hl Habbak. 
a ii. 4. 
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were appointed, they cleanſed only to the pu- 
rifying of the fleſh; or aſſured the offender, 
of no more than a reprieve from dying, for 


that particular crime, either by the ſentence 


of the jewiſh magiſtrate, or by ſome imme- 
diate judgement from G0D. 

Upon this repreſentation, you may, per- 
haps, inquire ; '©* Did they all periſh, that 
« lived under the la? Were none of them 

* juſtificd in the fight of 60D.? None of them 
made perfect, as pertaining to the conſci- 
© ence ?”-—To which, I would anſwer ; Tes, 


certainly] Many of them, that lived under 


the /aw, yea, all believing pœnitents, were 
juſtified, in the fight of Go. But then, they 
were not juſtified, by virtue of that law. For 
St. Paul affures us, that, by the deeds * 
« the la, there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified, i 


his fight.” * For, by the la, was the how. 


« lege of fin; and of death's being the pe- 


_ © nalty, annexed to the tranſgreſſion of it. 


* But it contained no offers, no promiſes, of 
ce mercy, unto thoſe, who, in any particu- 
ce lar, offended againſt it. — And the ſame 
thing he hath expteſsly aſſerted, elſewhere. 
& For, as many as are of the works of the 
* law, are under a curſe, For it is writen, 
e Curſed is every one, that continueth not, in 
* all things, which are writen, in the book of 
« the law, to do them, — But that no man is 
6 Tees by the lau, in the fight of Gon, 
ce 1s evident. For 7he 700 by faith ſhall live. 
«© Where- 


of juſtification. 
“ Whereas ; the law is not of faith; but it's 
tc terms are, The man, that doeth theſe things, 
te ſhall in (or by) them (a).” Whoever, there- Ley 


13 


for, of the jews were juſtified, were not juſtifi- xvii. 5, 


ed, by the law of Moſes; but by the patri- 


archal, or abrabamic, covenant. According to 
which, faith was accounted, unto them, for 
righteouſueſſe And that patriarchal (or abra- 
hamic) covenant was, in ſubſtance, the ſame 


with the goſpel of our Lord Tofu Chriſt, 
Which leads me, 


III. To ſhow you, how full and ſufficient 

a Juſtification may be obtained, by the method 
propoſed in the goſpel, —<* T hrough this man, 

*© 1s preached, unto you, the forgiveneſſe of 
* ſins, and, by him, all, that believe, are juſ- 
& 7ified, from all things ; ; from which, the jews 
Fs could not be juſtified, by the lau of Moſes.” 


You 


(a) It is ſaid, Lev. xviii. 5. [Thou falt keep my flatutes, 
and my judgements ; which 174 a man do, be ſhall live in| or, by,] 


_ them, ] The antient jews underſtood, thereby, liveing, and 


being happy, for ever. Viwet in eis vita i ſempiterng. Targum 
Onkelos. Viwet in eis wit ſeculi ; & portio ejus cum To erit. 
Targum Jonathan. Quoniam retributio ej ut, qui operabitur 
illa, eft, ut vivat vitam æternam. Verſio Arabic. 

St. Paul, once and again, refers to that paſſage, in Lewi- 
ticus: and interprets it, in the ſame ſenſe, with the above- 
mentioned, antient jews, [See Rom. x. 5. Gal. iii. 10, 
11, 12.) And I ſee no reaſon to think, that St. Paul argued 
ad hemines—On the contrary ; the underſtanding it, in the 


ſenſe, here given, ſeems neceſſary, in order to make out the 


connection, and ſhow the force, and validity, of the apoſtle” $ 
argument.—The paſſage may be, alſo, found, Nehem. ix. 
29. Exck, xx. 113133 21. 


ow 
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i You have ſeen, already, how imperfect a 
juſtification was granted, by the /aw of Moſes. 
—As none of the jews came up to the terms 
of innocence, or perfect obedience, the /aw 
condemned them all, to death, without mer- 
cy. For, in many caſes, there were no ſa- 
crifices appointed, or accepted. And, in other 
cates, where they might have been forgiven, 
upon offering the appointed ſacrifice, it reſcu- 
ed them from death, onely for the præſent. 
It did not make the perſon, who brought the 
. ſacrifice, perfect, as to his conſcience ; or in- 
i title him to the bleſſing of eternal hfe.—But, 
þ by Chrift Jeſus, or under the goſpel, we have 
preached unto us, the forgtveneſſe of fan; that 
is of all fins, great or ſmall, in mara! caſes, 
or as to pg/itive inſtitutions, For, if we com- 
ply with the chriſtian revelation, we ſhall be 
juſtified, from all things, all our tranſgreſſions, 
all the crimes, that can be laid to our charge ; 
though, from many ſuch crimes, there was no 
juſtification, for the zews, by the law of Moſes. 

It is true, when the jews found that, by zhe 
deeds of the law, no fleſh could be juſlified in the 
igt of GoD ; and that the law condemned all 
tranſgreſſors, to death, without mercy ; they 
were naturally led to look back to the abra- 
bamic covenant, which contained a method 
of juſtification, upon much eaſier terms; or 
(which comes to the ſame thing) the rigor of 
the lau was deſigned to make them turn their 

eyes unto the faith, which was afterwards to 


be 


of juflifation. 


T5 


be reveled. And, therefor, the law is reprz- Gal. iii. 


ſented, as a ſchoolmaſter, (or a ſevere tutor, 


23, &C, 


to children, to make the jeus long to get out 


of their ſtate of minority, and to come into 
the glorious liberty of the goſpel : or to bring 
them unto Chr;/#; that they might be treated 
with the manly liberty, of perſons, got out 
of their minority, and. t hat they might be juſti- 
fied: by faith, or by the method, preſcribed: in 
the goſpel.— And that the diſpenſation of the 
{az was not final, but had a farther reference, 
St. Paul has planely intimated ; where he calls 
« Chriſt the end of the law, for righteouſneſſe, 
te unto every one that believeth. For Moſes de- 
te ſcribeth the righteouſneſſe, which is of the 
ce at, in this manner; the man, that doeth 
<-theſe things, ſhall live by them,” | 
Ihe method of the juſtification of ſiners 
bath been, all along, the ſame; from the 
fall of our firſt: parents, unto this day; name- 
y. not by merit, or perfect innocence, but by 
grace, or favor (6). Onely, I would have you 


Rom. x. 
4» Zo 


abſerve that; in the goſpel, there are the moſt 


clear diſcoveries of this method of juſtificati- 
on. For it is there, in the moſt plane and 


expreſſe manner, aſſerted, that the pœnitent 
ſhall: have all their fins forgiven; and be juſ- 


tified; not from one or two crimes, but from 


all 


* (3) The need, which the genriles [as well as jews] had, 
of juſtification, upon lower terms than perfe& innocence, is 
med; by Mr. Locke, in his Rea ſonableneſſe of Chrifti- 
awity, fe. See his works, in folio, vol, zd. p. 478. in the 
fourth edition, p.511, &. | | 
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all their tranſgreſſions, how many and how 
. ſoever. , 


IV. a The method of obtaining 3 juſtifica- 


e tion, propoſed in the goſpel, is hy faith.” 
—Þy bi, ſuch, as believe, are Juſufied. 


Obſerve it carefully, " © They are not ſaid, 
ce to have been juſtified from all eternity; 


but, by him, all, that believe, are juſtified; 


It is not before faith, and without faith, but 
upon their be/zeving. So ſais St. Paul, in our 
text. And (I ſuppoſe), St. Pauls account of 
this matter may be depended upon. 

What that Faith is, which is required, in 
order to our jultification, is clearly expreſſed, 
in many places of the new teſtament 62 
And the ſum of what is there ſaid, 
< That, the faith, which juſtifies a chriſtian” 
© muſt not be a bare aſſent to the truth of 
ce the goſpel ; but ſuch a belief, as influences 
© to obedience.” 

It is true, St. Paul ſais, We dal that 


4 nan is juſtified by faith, without the deeds of 


the law. But that was faid, in oppoſition to 
the jeu, or jewiſh chriſtians, who were for 
ſeeking juſtification, by the law of Moſes. 
Whereas; faith, or the goſpel, is, of itſelf, 
ſufficient ; without our e the jewiſh 

law. 


(9 The Cambridge Ms reads ver. 39, thus, And by repen- 
tence, every one, that believeth in him, is juſtified, &c. "Bur 
that various reading has not ſufficient authority. 
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law. But faith in the chriſtian revelation 
will neither juſtifie, nor fave, us; unleſſe 
we do the works, required, in that revelation, 
Or, in other words, unleſſe we lead an holy, 
chriſtian life, as well as believe the chriſtian 
religion to be true, we have no reaſon, from 
any thing ſaid, in the new teſtament, to ex- 
pect cither to be juſtified, or ſaved. | 
And accordingly, St. James bath declared, James ii. | 
that faith, without works, is dead, being alone." e. 
That Abraham was juſtified, by works ; when 
be cffered up his ſon, Iſaac, on the altar; that 
his faith co-operated with his works ; and by 
his works, his faith was rendered Perf. From 
all which, he concludes, that a man is juſti- 
feed by works, and not by faith onely ; ; and that, 
as the body, without the ſpirit, is dead; fo 


faith, without works, is dead alſo. 


V. © The benefit of this juſtification ex- 
ce tendeth, unto all, that believe; whether 
e they were formerly. jews, or gentiles. 

By bim, ALL, that believe, are juſtified, 


Our Savior himſelf hath ſaid, GoD ſo loved _ mY 
the world, as to give bis onely- begaten ſon, that, 
whoſoever believeth in bim, ſhould not periſh, 
but ſhould baue everlaſting 1 e. And of Paul 
is very clear, in other places, as well as our 
text, in aſſerting the free grace, or generous, 

- extenſive nature, of the goſpel-offers, and in 


ſhowing, that, wherever chriſtianity is preach- 
ed, 
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ed, none are excluded from the benefit of it; 
unleſſe ſuch, as exclude themſelves, by their 
own wilful unbelief, or diſobedience, For, 
as he, in expreſſe words, declares, GoD would 


. have all men to be ſaved, aud to come unto the 


knowlege of the truth. St. Peter, allo, preach- 
ed the ſame doctrine; expreſsly declareing, 
that GoD 7s long-ſuffering towards us: not 
willing that any ſhould periſh; but that all 
ſhould come to repentence. TA 
The narrow and legal ſpirit of the jews 
was, for confineing ſalvation, abſolutely and 
unconditionally, to their own, elect nation; 
that is, to a ſmall part of the human race; 
and they repreſented almighty GoD, as 
haveing, abſolutely,” reprobated the greateſt 
part of mankind, or doomed them, to 1n- 
evitable deſtruction. —Whereas ; 60D is the 
mercitul father of us all; whoſe tender mer- 
cies are (even in the old teſtament) ſaid, to 
be over all his works ; and he himſelf declares, 
that he delighteth not in the death of a ſiner, 
but had ratber that all ſiners would turn and 
live. — The generous ſpirit of the goſpel 
proclames the moſt free-grace, and extenſive 
goodneſſe. For there, the grace of Gop, 
wich bringeth ſalvation unto all men, is ſaid 
to have appeared, with it's bright beams, 
upon a benizhted world, And whoever 
periſhes, perifhes through his own fault, 
onely, | 
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The ſum of what has been ſaid, comes 
to this; By uſtrfication, is meant, either 
s acquitting a perſon, as innocent of the 
te crime, laid to his charge; or, upon 
* certain terms, pardoning him, if he hath 


* been guilty. Whoever is juſtified ac-. 
* cording to the goſpel of Chriſt, he 54 


e juſtified, from all the crimes, that c 
* be alleged againſt him; and ſhall not 
© onely be raiſed from the dead, as all 
© mankind ſhall be; but he ſhall, alſo, be 
* made glorious and happy for ever.— Faith, 
© or a compliance with the goſpel method 
« of falvation, is the condition, on which 
*« we are to hope for juſtification, or accep- 
** tance with 60D : —This mercy extendeth 
ce unto all, that believe. And Gop affordeth 
e us all, ſufficient help; ſo that we may all 
te believe, obey, and be happy; if it be not 
* our own faults,” 


Application. (1.) From what has been 
ſaid, we may gather, what the apoſtle Paul 
accounted /egal preaching. 

The judaizeing teachers gave great diſ- 
turbance to the gentile churches, by inſiſt- 
ing upon it, that men might be 7u/ified, by 
the law of Moſes ; and by preaching up th 
neceſſity of the gentile chriſtians being cir- 
cumciſed, and obſerveing that lau, or elſe 
they could not be ſaved. Unleſſe they added 
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they pretended that they could not be juſti- 
fied, or ſaved, — As if the Ae 
wane. and of itſelf, had been inſufficient. 
Now, that was legal preaching. That was 
adding the /aw to the goſpel, as the method 
of juſtification before op. Whereas ; St. 
Paul ſais, * That, by Jeſus Chriſt, all, that 
believe, are juſtified, from all things, from 
«© which they could not be juſtified, by the 
e law of Moſes. 

(2.) From what hath been ſaid, you may 
eaſily ſee what you have to expect. 

You can, none of you, expect to be juſ- 
tiſied, by merit, or to plead perfect inno- 
cence, at the grand tribunal. You muſt, 
therefor, have recourſe to an eaſier and 
milder method of juſtification, And that 
(as the text informs you) muſt be, by Faith. 
But, if you take in the whole golpel ac- 
count, you will find, that it muſt be by 
ſuch a faith, as is the root, or principle, of 
an holy life; — a faith, working by love; 
or produceing the excellent fruit of righte- 
ouſneſſe, or holineſſe; that is, in one word, 
by a compliance with the terms of the goſpel. 
For, by Faith, in the new teſtament, is often 
meant the whole goſpel. 

This is the way; in which alone, you 
can rationally hope to have your fins for- 
given, and your tranſgreſſions covered. 
H-w careful, therefor, ſhould you all be, to 
comply with this method ? Nay; how ex- 
cedeing 
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cedeing thankful ought you to be, unto al- 
mighty Gop, that, in his abundant mercy, 
he hath ſent his ſon, into our world, to make 
ſuch a gracious offer; and to proclame ſuch 
glad tideings of great joy, unto all nations, 
and all perſons, that will but imbrace the 
gracious offer? Suppoſe your caſe were deſ- 
perate and hopeleſſe, and that you had no 


proſpect of forgiveneſſe, or of juſtification be- 


fore GoD ; how acceptable would the offer 
of pardon, and mercy, then be ? Suppoſe 


you were to be tried by the law of inno— 


cence, you would all be condemned ; an 
none of you could hope, in that way, to be 


juſtified before oo. But, notwithſtanding 


the terror, which that aw denounced, unto 
thoſe, that were under it, 60D bath ſent 
forth, unto us, the ſweet ſound of mercy, 
and hath commiſſioned his holy apoſtles to 
declare, that we are not under the law, but 
under grace: and that there is no condem- 


nation, to thoſe, that are in Chriſt Feſus; pro- 


vided they walk, not after the fleſh, but after 


the ſpirit. How ought our very hearts to 


rejoice within us, at the ſweet ſound of 
mercy? How ſhould we lament and ac- 
knowlege our ſins? turn from them? and 
flie for refuge, unto this hope, that is ſet 
before us? Have you any concern for your 
everlaſting welfare? any deſire to riſe unto 


the reſurrection of life; and to eſcape the 


ſentence of condemnation ; when you ſtand 
before 
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before your righteous and impartial judge, 
in the laſt day? —— For Gop's ſake then, 
and for the fake of your own ſouls, apply to 
this method of juſtification, and acceptance 
with Gop. Break off your ſins by repen- 
tence, and your iniquities, by ſhowing mer- 
cy: turn unto the Lord, while there is hope; 
and call upon him, while he is near, Let the 
wicked man forſake his ways, and the Lord 
will yet be merciful to him. — Through 
Jeſus Chriſt, there is proclamed mercy, and 
forgiveneſle, for every finer, and for all kinds 
and degrees of ſin; provided they ſincerely 
repent, and amend. — F any man have fined, 
and repented of it, there is an advocate with 
the father, Jeſus Chriſt, the righteous; who ts 
the propitiation for our fins, and not for ours 
onely, but for the fins of all pœnitent perſons, 
throughout the whole world. — If you, often 
and earneſtly, pray to 60D, and watch over 
your hearts and lives, that your converfation 
may be, as becometh the goſpel of Christ, 
you may be of that happy number, whoſe 
{ins are forgiven, and whoſe iniquities are 
blotted out. — What a pity is it that, when 
GoD lays no bar, in the way to mens fal- 
vation, men ſhould be fo fooliſh, ſo wicked, 
ſo cruel unto themſelves, as to negle their 
own ſalvation, and to perſiſt in fin, till it 
proves their ruine ? 
As to thoſe of you, who are ſincere be- 
lievers; — how ought you to rejoice, and 
perſevere 
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perſevere in the well-choſen courſe, i in which 
you are already walking? You are in a par- 
doned, juſtified ſtate : and, as you are habi- 


tually holy, and your own hearts condemn 
you not, you may have confidence towards 
GoD, A few days more, and your warfare 
ſhall be accompliſhed, and your victory ſe- 
cure. Watch and pray, that you may not 
be oyercome, by the remaining temptations, 
which you may meet with, in this ſtate of 


trial. Inſtead of following the great, or the 
multitude, to do evil; indeavour to make 
| your good works. ſhine out, before all a- 


round you: that others, beholding them, 
may glorifie your father, who is in heaven. 


By a pious and virtuous, a prudent and ex- 


emplary life, adorn the doctrine of 60D, 
your favior, in all things. Let your fami- 
lies and your. cloſets be witneſſes to your 
ſtated devotion. Be ſure to keep holy the 
lord's day. Do not forſake the aſſembling 
of yourſelves together, — as the manner of 
too many is—And you ought to make con- 
ſcience of attending at the table of the lord. 


But remember, that the means are of no 


value, any farther, than they promote righ- 
teouſneſie, which is final, and of eternal, un- 
alterable obligation. — In a day of ſuch diſ- 
tinguiſhing light and liberty, as you, at præ- 
ſent, injoy, there is more knowlege, and 
greater holineſſe, juſtly required at your 
hands. And, if you, who profeſſe the 

chriſtian 
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chriſtian faith, do not lead lives becomeing 
your chriſtian profeſſion ; you, in effect, 
deny the faith, and are worſe than. the 


very nfidels. 


To conclude, — As you defire the par- 
don of your fins, and to be juſtified, in the 
ſight of Gop, from all your tranſgreſſions ; 
as you value the credit of the chriſtian re- 
ligion, and defire the evetlaſting welfare of 
all around you. Nay ; as ever you hope to 
meet with joy and acceptance, before the 
tribunal of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, in that de- 
ciſive day: — If there be any arguments of 
ſufficient weight; any motives, that can de- 
ſerve your regard; By theſe, I would, in 
the moſt earneſt and affectionate manner, 
preſſe, and exhort you, to ſhow your faith, 
by your works; and carefully to live ac 
cording to the rules of our moſt holy re- 
ligion. For [whether we think of it, of no, 
It is one of the moſt important truths in 
the whole world; that] we muſt all appear. 
before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt, in the great 


and ſolemn day; when, and where, we ſhall, 


each of us, recieve, according to the deeds done 
in the body ; whether they have been good, or 
whether they have been evil. | 


